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NJDOT receives Work Zone Safety Partnership Award 


Editor’s Note: The cover photo 
shows NJDOT’s observance of Work 
Zone Awareness Week, which was held 
April 7-11 and draws attention to the 
hazards that roadway construction crews 
encounter when motorists fail to heed 
safety warnings. The 34 orange safety 
cones draped with black ribbon at the site 
of the Employee Memorial, Headquarters 
represent 34 NJDOT employees who 
were killed in highway accidents while 
working. 


NJDOT received the Work Zone 
Partnership Award at the Ninth 
Annual Work Zone Safety Awareness 
Conference held at Rider University, 
Lawrenceville, in April. The award 
highlights NJDOT’s efforts to keep 
workers on the roadways safe from 
harm through educational programs. 

“This award means a lot to 
NJDOT,” said Commissioner Kris 
Kolluri. “We do all we can to protect 
employees while they work on the 
roadway.” 

The Employee Memorial Wall 
holds a plaque for each employee killed 
in the line of service to the Department. 

“Almost one year ago we lost 
Eduardo Jimenez, Maintenance 
Worker, who 
was working 
on 1-287 in 
Middlesex 
County,” said 
Kolluri. “We 
have to try to 
prevent more 


In the center foreground, Claudia Knezek, Director of NJ Local Technical Assistance 
Programs (LTAP) and Coordinator of the Work Zone Safety Awareness Conference presents 
Commissioner Kris Kolluri with the Work Zone Safety Partnership Award. Also pictured 
are Project Engineer Transportation Lee Steiner, Deputy Commissioner Steve Dilts, and 
Safety Engineers James Mesinger and Pete Rack. 


minutes according to the FHWA. Work 
zone crashes currently average 1,068 a 
year. 

The Traffic Control Coordinator 
Program is a four-day training program 
designed for 
experienced 
highway 
work zone 
employees. 

Those 
who complete 
the program 


accidents. and have the 
That’s why prerequisite 
this award is requirements 
so important are eligible 
to this to serve as 
Department. I Traffic Control 
consider this Coordinators 
award in honor (TCC) on 

of Eduardo and roadway 
dedicate this to construction 
him.” projects. 

The NJDOT and 
Federal Maintenance Worker Eduardo Jimenez, who died other agencies 
Highway June 19 while working on I-287, is pictured here with require 
Administration DiS daughter Azariah. A tribute to his memory is contractors 
(FHWA) scheduled for June 19 at the Employee Memorial. to assign 


recently reported that an average three 
work zone fatalities occur per day. One 
work zone injury occurs every nine 


a supervisory-level employee with 
requisite on-site experience to act as the 
TCC. 


“The program is really needed, 
because most folks take safety for 
granted,” said Deputy Commissioner 
Steve Dilts. “We have a true 
partnership with the New Jersey 
State Police and with Rutgers to 
make certain that today’s work zones 
are safe for workers as well as for 
travelers.” 
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Principal Engineer Materials and Supervisor of the 
Pre-stress Concrete Inspection Unit Wayne Carragino has 
only praise for the efforts of Construction Maintenance 
Technician 3 Alfredia Darden and Sr. Engineer Materials 
Fred Swindell, who inspect the pre-cast concrete beams 
used for bridge construction. 

“Darden and Swindell have to inspect the beams at the 
plant where the bridge is being fabricated,” said Carragino. 


Recently, Darden and Swindell inspected materials for 
the Route 28 Bridge over Green Brook Project. 

“The plant for the Green Brook Bridge Project is in 
Hamilton, but usually the plants are all over the country,” 
said Carragino. “Darden and Swindell have to travel to and 
live at these sites while the work is being done. There are 
just the two of them on staff, so they sacrifice a lot of their 
personal lives. They are outstanding NJDOT employees.” 


NJDOT invested in its future by turning its facilities into an 
exploration center for participants in Take Your Child to Work Day on 
April 24. By welcoming the children of its employees, NJDOT provided 
an opportunity to show students the breadth of the Department and 
encourage their interest in a career in transportation. 

Although each young participant spent some time in his/her 
parent’s workspace at Headquarters and in Region South, NJDOT 
hosted special programs throughout the day that were varied in 
scope. Some examples include facility overviews and demonstrations 
of canine rescue techniques, sign silk screening techniques, incident 
management vehicles and the aerodynamics of flight. 

Regional Maintenance Engineer Bill Kingsland and Regional 
Electrical Supervisor Dave Uth of Region South gave an overview of 
the maintenance and the electrical functions at the region’s facilities 
before the children toured the laboratory, traffic operations center and 
the machinery used to maintain the roadways. 

At Headquarters, Sign Technician 1 Tom Otter set up a silk 
screening demonstration in the sign shop for the visitors. Otter 
explained the various materials and the fabrication processes that are 
involved in making 
| just one sign for one 
of the highways. The 
© children also toured 

» the Sign Shop for a 
©) look at the variety 
of signs the shop 
produces. 

Executive 

» Assistant 2 Linda 
Cardell put Kobie, 
her five-year-old 
Golden Retriever 
Search and Rescue/ 

Recovery dog, 

through the paces 

of “search and find” near the loggia of 
the Engineering and Operations Building. Following the guidelines of 
the national training effort of Hug-A-Tree, Kobie helps to teach children 
who are lost in the woods to survive until they are rescued. He also has 
been involved in search and recovery efforts in Hurricane Katrina and 
visits nursing homes and hospitals when he is not working on his other 
skills. 

Sgt. Scott Stanaway, New Jersey State Police (NJSP), who is 
currently assigned to the NJDOT Incident Management Team, held 
a meet and greet for children at his patrol car to explain its inner 
workings. He demonstrated the radio communication system, the 
lights and the siren and explained the radio communication procedures 
that he would use in case of an emergency. 

Volunteers Jerry Iacona and Lt. Col. Stan Troyano presented an all- 
encompassing program on the aerodynamics of flight titled “Aerospace 
is IT!” Iacona is a retired teacher who serves as External Aerospace 
Officer and Troyano serves as NJ Wing Director for the NJ Wing Civil 
Air Patrol. Although they are not NJDOT employees, Iacona ‘s wife 
Maryanne is a Secretarial Assistant at the Department. 


Manager Chuck Maciejunes and Sr. Clerk Typist Vanessa Torpila 
coordinated this year’s event. 


This year Earth Day became a ie at the Executive 
Campus in Cherry Hill. A Canada Goose hatched six baby geese 
beginning at 6 a.m. ina grassy area bordering the parking lot. 
Construction Technician 4 Karl Wirtz of Region South witnessed 
the births. 

“Although the Mother and Father Canada Geese started off 
with nine eggs on Friday April 18, nothing happened over the 
weekend,” said Wirtz. “Then the Mother Goose started to act 
strangely very early on Monday. One by one, the chicks began to 
arrive. By Earth Day, April 22, all the chicks were hatched.” 

The saga of the Canada Geese settling in NJDOT’s parking 
lot actually began in March. 

“The geese moved in at the beginning of March and went 
to work setting up their home,” said Wirtz. “Father Goose 
stood watch every day as Mother Goose set up the nest. This 
is the third year they’ve done this. I observed them from our 
construction office window on the third floor of the Campus 
building.” 

As Canada Geese mate for life and repair and reuse the 
same nest year after year, it’s almost certain that the goslings’ 
parents are the same couple who have returned annually. 

But, what about housekeeping? Because Canada Geese are 
not known for their tidiness, Wirtz stepped in. 

“I would clean around the parking lot every day,” he said. 
“That way the area remained relatively clean.” 


Cherry Blossoms are a sure sign of spring. This photo of a 
cherry tree in full bloom was taken by Administrative Analyst 
Angela Huang while attending the Cherry Blossom Festival in 
Branch Brook Park, Newark. 
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Mother Goose watched over her nest located in a grassy 
area adjacent to the parking lot at NJDOT in Cherry Hill. 
Three days later, on Earth Day, the goslings viewed the 
surrounding NJDOT facilities on the Executive Campus, 
Region South. Photos by Karl Wirtz 


Commissioner 
® Kris Kolluri greeted 
? employees as NJDOT 
) celebrated its ninth 
annual Asian American 
Heritage Month in 
. May with a special 
program, “Asian 
Treasures and 
Icons,” following a 
moment of silence for 
_ the victims of the recent 
earthquake in China. 
“We are many 
different ethnic groups 
but we are all in 
this together,” said 
Kolluri. “As Martin 
§ Luther King, Jr, once 
said ‘we are ina 
~ web of mutuality.’ 
musta, I consider my 
REX™ accomplishments 
as Commissioner 
a reflection of the 
work that you’ve 
done.” 


Keynote speaker Shivram 
Kumar, who heads Corporate Training 
Programs, echoed those sentiments 
when he remarked, “This month has 
forced me to think about myself and 
this great country that has a system 
for everything, and there is plenty of 
opportunity for everyone in the United 
States.” 

Kumar’s philosophy is that you 
should worry about what you can give 
and use the powers of unity, loyalty, 
gratitude and acceptance to build people 
up. 

“The Internet has made the world 
a smaller place,” said Kumar. “Basically, 
there are two main points to follow. First, 
stay consistent and do the right amount 
of work; and, second, believe in giving 
to the community.” 

The NJDOT 
commemoration of the Asian 
and Pacific Island peoples, 
which includes those of 
Indian, Filipino, Afghani, 
Chinese, Indonesian and 
Pakistani descent, offered 
entertainment and food. Committee 
members included Arpita Upadhyay, 
Bruce Darji, Charu Jegan, Deven Patel, 
Dulce Hill, Frozan Najem, Hannah 
Cheng, Harshad Ringwala, Jane Liou, 
Jayant Khetani, Jayesh H. Patel, Kiran 
Shelat, Mamtha Rau, Natvar Patel, 
Neha Galgali, Pavan Sheth, Rahmiati 
Anthony, Sophia Azam, Suresh Amin, 
Urvi Davé and Wahida Yousoufzai. 


John Fam and Manar Alsharaa, Senior 
Engineers in Geometric design, set up the 
Arab American display. 


Claudette Bailey of Traffic Engineering 
Safety represented Jamaica at the African 


American and Caribbean Cultures display. 


David Martin, Manager and Bonnie 
Green, Administrative Assistant 3, Traffic 
Operations South presented the European 
American display, which included France, 
Ireland, Italy and Great Britain. 
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After September 11, 2001, more than 180 
nations unanimously adopted the UNESCO 
Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity, 
which stated that our cultural differences 
should not separate us from each other, 


but give us a collective strength. Through Keith Daniels and Anne Chemielewski 
an intercultural dialogue we can become of Procurement represent the traditional 
familiar with another country’s language, dress of Africa and of India, respectively. 


arts and literature. It is also the country’s 
values system, traditions, beliefs and way 
of life. 

“As a workforce, we must be open 
to changing demographics,” remarked 
Commissioner Kris Kolluri at the first 
NJDOT Diversity Day Celebration on June 
5th. 

“Our diverse workforce gives us a 
more rounded and balanced Department 
and makes us more adaptable to new 
situations,” said Kolluri. “This is not just 
about gender, ethnicity, disability or age. 
We have to respect all individuals, which 
will lead us to achieve our goals.” 

This concept applies to current 
employees and new hires. 

“When I met the new Civil Engineer 
Trainees (CETs) I was astounded,” said 
Kolluri. “They are the most diverse group 
of employees I’ve ever seen. It’s important 


to learn from the people who work with Assistant Commissioner Jeff Callahan 
youl ; ; cuts fresh pasta dough into fettucine at an 
According to guest speaker Nina Italian ristorante estorno or outdoor eatery 


Wells, New Jersey Secretary of State, New _ in the E&O courtyard. 
Jersey is the most diverse state in the 
nation following New York and California. 

“Historically, back to the Colonists, 
New Jersey has always been diverse, but 
now there are 145 ethnic groups in this 
state,” said Wells, “and we want to create 
a new generation along with this diverse 
population.” 

“NJDOT, by having this day, is the 
envy of the entire state,” said Wells. 

Committee members for this event 
included Shukri Abuhuzeima, Manar 
Alsharaa, Dave Martin, Dave Alvin, 
Caroline Carmody, Nancy Ciaruffoli, 
Keith Daniels, Urvi Davé, John Fam, 
Meg Frampton, Nancy Girton, Barbara 
Haynes, Sharon Harrison, Cheryl 
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Taliaferro, Michelle Jordan, Jayant Almnish Tessema of Internal Audit, 
Khetani, Leslie Megyesy, Deven Patel, assisted by her son Frazier, prints names 
William Piedra, Ivette Santiago-Greene, in Amharic, the official working language 
Chrystal Section-Williams, Carolina of the Federal Democratic Republic of 


Siguenza and Cheryl Warren. Ethiopia. 


Obituaries 


—— trailblazer Sulla P. Gordon dies in West Trenton 


The Department’s laboratory building, 
now vacant, is eligible for designation in 
the New Jersey and National Register of 
Historic Places. 


Mary P. Gordon, the first female to 
work in the NJDOT Bituminous Testing 
Laboratory in Ewing, died May 31. As 
an employee of the Laboratory, which 
was open from 1935 to 1997, Gordon 
participated in testing and research of 
road materials such as coarse and fine 
aggregates, asphalt and concrete mixes 
and steel re-bar. Other tests included 
paint, epoxy, geotextile fabrics, the use 
of recycled products on roadways, as 
well as the development and testing of 
the concrete barrier curb. 

The 1981 retiree is survived 
by her daughter Alice, son Scott, 
seven granddaughters and 10 great- 
grandchildren. 

Other recent obituaries include: 


Retirees 


Jose Lopez, Supervising Engineer Structural, retired 


in May with 30 years of service. 


Joining him in retirement are February retirees John 
Barclay, 11 years, Senior Buyer, Marguerite Hamilton, 7 
years, Senior Engineer Geotechnical, Paul Bellocchio, 5 
years, Maintenance Worker 1, and Donald Strizki, 3 years, 


Retiree Jeannie Amy Hutchinson 
died March 19 in Edmeston, NY. 
Survivors include her son Harry and 
daughters Jamy Haller and Cindy 
Kocon and grandchildren. 

Former NJDOT employee Joan 
C. Hahn Mooney died March 27 in 
Trenton. Survivors include her mother 
Doris R. Hahn, her sisters Betty Lou 
Bentivogli, Barbara A. Hanusi, Judy 
Brancolino and her brothers Edward, 
Robert and Scott. 

Former NJDOT Maintenance 
Worker Stanton Taylor died March 28 
in Trenton. Survivors include his son 
Jared, daughter Breona Boisseau and 
granddaughter Janae Boisseau, his 
mother Mary, his sisters Shannon Tift 
and Deborah Barnes and his paternal 
grandmother Deborah. 

Former NJDOT Principal 
Engineer Winfield C. Allen died 
March 30 in Holland, Pa. The World 
War II U.S. Army veteran is survived 
by his son Donald, daughters Diane 
Carter and Kathleen Allen, sisters 
Margaret Patterson and Elizabeth 
Buckley and several grandchildren. 

Retiree Allen C. Smith died 
March 31 in Hamilton. A Professional 
Engineer, Smith is survived by his wife 
Dorothea, daughters Janet Persons, 
Pam Farrell and Val Kugler, a brother, 
Howard, and five grandchildren. 

Retiree Edward Kierstead 
died April 7 in Edison. The U.S. 
Army veteran of the Vietnam War 
is survived by his wife Rose Marie, 
his daughters Christine Figueiredo 
and Michele Weber, a sister, Eileen 
Gulledge and three grandchildren. 

Former NJDOT employee Wayne 
P. Smith died April 8 in Trenton. 
Survivors include his daughter 


Brittany, his stepfather Joseph Porter, 
his former stepmother Joan Smith, his 
brothers Norman Drayton, Leo Drayton 
and Leonard Smith, Jr., his sisters 
Denise Smith and Renee Smith-Frye, 
and several nieces and nephews. 

Retiree Richard H. Hobson died 
April 15 in Trenton. The U.S. Army 
veteran of the Korean Conflict and 
retiree of the U.S. Army Reserves is 
survived by his wife Cecilia, sons 
Richard J. and Kenneth W. and six 
grandchildren. 

Retiree Elizabeth T. Tiffenbach 
Garsky died April 19 in Hamilton. 
Survivors include her daughter 
Carol A. Combs, her son Ron J., 
seven grandchildren and ten great- 
grandchildren, and her brother Frank J. 
Tiffenbach. 

Highway Construction and Bridge 
Repairer 1 Michael Dillon died May 
9. The Mount Laurel construction 
crew member is survived by his father 
Thomas, his daughter Kaitlyn, his sister 
Denice Fraley, his brother Thomas III, 
his grandmother Anna Aiken, a niece 
and a nephew. 

Retiree Mary B. LaRossa died 
May 18 in Ewing. Survivors include 
her sons former NJ State Senator 
Richard J. LaRossa and former Ewing 
Councilman Michael A. LaRossa, her 
daughter Susan L. Maier, several nieces 
and nephews and her caregiver Wiesla 
Galewska. 

Retiree Clare T. McClain died 
May 22 in Toms River. Survivors 
include her sisters Loretta Malcolm 
and Teresa Coats, her brother-in-law 
George Meyer, her sister-in-law Teresa 
McClain, her dog Duddy, 11 nieces and 
nephews, 18 grand-nieces and grand- 
nephews and one great-grand nephew. 


Data Processing Programmer 3; March retirees Jasvant 


Mody, 28 years, Principal Engineer Structural Bridge 


Design and Wayne Heggan, 27 years, Equipment Operator; 
and April retirees Richard Eng, 34 years, Project Engineer 
Traffic, Michael McNally, 27 years, Equipment Operator 
and Frederick Wack, 8 years, Landscape Technician. 


NJDOT was honored at the NJ 
Smart Workplaces awards ceremony 
in May with the Platinum Award, 
the highest achievement possible, for 
the Department's extraordinary van 
pooling program. 

Employee van pools receive free 
gas and maintenance through NJDOT’s 
program. Other NJ Smart Workplaces 
awards include the Bronze, Silver and 
Gold. 


Governor John S. Corzine, 
accompanied by Commissioner Kris 
Kolluri, visited the new Statewide 
Traffic Management Center in May 
and introduced state-of-the-art traffic 
management tools including the real- 
time traffic Web site, 511 telephone 
system and Personalized Traveler 
Service (PTS). 

The Governor urged motorists 
to take advantage of the new travel 
tools to avoid congestion and plan 
efficient routes. One of these is the 
new real-time traffic Web site, 
www.NJ511.info, which offers 
interactive maps and displays traffic 
incidents. 

“The State of New Jersey 
is using technology to relieve 
congestion on the roadways and to 
help motorists save fuel by avoiding 
traffic jams,” said Kolluri. 


“During this time of record fuel 
prices and increasing concern about 
global warming, it is critical to provide 
transportation options that are both 
economical and sustainable, such as 
public transit, carpooling, vanpooling, 
bicycling, and walking,” said NJDOT 
Commissioner Kris Kolluri. 

Meanwhile, the Department 
and the state’s eight Transportation 
Management Associations (TMAs) 


recognized 256 other employers 

for their Smart Workplaces efforts. 
NJDOT hosted the 2008 event at the 
New Jersey Institute of Technology in 
Newark. 

One of the winners, Edison 
Township in Middlesex County, 
received the Silver Award for 
providing bicycle racks at various 
township buildings and giving 
employees the opportunity to bike to 
work, rather than drive cars. Should 
employees require them, the county 
agency Keep Middlesex Moving will 
provide emergency rides. 
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New Jersey recognizes 
NJIDOT employees at 2008 ceremony 


The state annually recognizes public service employees Personal Exploration and Development Initiative Committee 
who have provided special service to New Jersey. This year’s Team: Caroline Carmody, Iris Gerald, Maria Jones, Susan Leedom, 
ceremonies, held on May 5, included NJDOT employees. Shari Leichter, Phyllis Stubbs, Linda Sudler, Cheryl Taliaferro, Vicki 


Tilghman-Ansley. 

eCats Team: Kathleen Callahan, Mary Beth Canulli, Urvi Dave, 
Janet Emmett, Linda Finigan, Richard Jablonski, Charles Maciejunes, 
Tina Pass, Matthew Perna, Lawrence Sroka, Michele Taylor, Gregory 
Vida, Rose Ward, Michael Weaver, Anne Marie Webb, Marcus 
Brandmaier, Connie Fisher, Stanley Vandenheuvel, Denis Sanders, and 


NJDOT builds, operates, and maintains the state’s 
transportation system, which has the highest volume of roadway 
and bridge usage in the nation. The Department's ability to provide 
efficient and safe mobility for pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists, as 
well as goods movement, depends largely on teamwork among 


its employees. One such example is the work of the I-287 Travel EredenicloNnattallt 

Time System Implementation Team, which received a Teamwork/ Job Number Initiative Team: Linda Barber, William Bielak, 

Partnership Achievement Award. Patricia Bowker, Catherine Brower, David Bruccoleri, 
Paul Cohn, Miriam Crum, Linda Davino, Janice 
DeJohn, Sandra Deon, Kathleen Diringer, Richard 


NEW JERSEY Dube, Patricia Dyer, Denise Goddard, Jacqueline 


Hall-Livingston, Thomas Harcar, Verna Heath, 
William Hines, Carmen Iantorno, Howard Immordino, 
Richard Jablonski, Brenda Johnson, James Lewis, 
Joseph Licari, Steven Maslow, Charles Maciejunes, Erin 
Nelson, Edward Nyzio, Lynn Rich, Danielle Scannon, 
Annette Schimpf, Sean Sheehy, Judith Sigle, Lisa Steill, 
Donald Strizki, Robin Sterns, Adnew Tessema, Suzanne 
/ Tomlinson, Mina Tsintzas, Dawn Turner, Eileen Rainieri- 
Waskiewicz, and Michael Weaver. 
Route 29 Aesthetic Barrier Team: David Ahdout, 
Charles Bassano, David Bizuga, Alexander Brown, Bruce 
Cartmell, Kiong Chan, Felixberto David, Aurel Dogaru, 
David Earl, Elkins Green, Robert Malinoski, Ernesto 
Pasion, Robert Raachini, Stephen Rizzuto, Dhanji Sutariya 
and Pronoti Tahbildar. 

Route 72 and Mermaid Drive Project Team: Frank Azack, Chris 
Barretts, John Bell, Louis Buono, Felice Cappuccio, Jeffrey DeGroff, 
Tina Deng, Philip Espinosa (Law and Public Safety), William Kafer, 
Michael Kinley, Wayne Mathis, John Miller, Umeshkumar Shah, 
Michael Shaw and David Tyrpak. 

Governor Corzine’s Bridge Report Team: Gaurangkumar Patel, 
Chandrahas Shah and Martin Tobin. 

Grants Management System Development and Implementation 
(SAGE) Team: NJDOT members Shukri Abuhuzeima, Joseph 

A Variable Message Sign (VMS) alerts motorists on I-287 Birchenough, Joseph Cook, Rosemary Lynne Gash, Miriam Greene- 


northbound. James, Debra Hutton, David Kuhn, Vincent Masciandaro, Komila 
The I-287 (NJ Turnpike to Stelton Road, Middlesex County) Pandit, Deven Patel, David Sereni, and Pragna Shah and Office of 


Information Technology members Jennifer Chase, Zhongwen (John) 
Chen, Michael Chopan, Sandra Gallelli, Lawrence LaFevre, Ronald 
Siracusa, John Tidd and Michael Tucci. 

NJDOT’s Winter Operations Refresher Training Team: John 
Andrews, Josiah Austin, Joseph Bauer, Sharon Bird, Gaetano Bizzoco, 


construction project is one of three projects in which NJDOT 
employed new technology during the past year to benefit motorists 
during their trips through highway construction zones. Portable 
dynamic message signs and an interactive Web site advise the 


traveling public “real time” travel times that allow them to make Donald Bourne, David Bowlby, Brian Britton, Reid Bryant, Kim 

informed decisions about their travel and pursue alternate routes. Burkhart, Debra Cacoilo, William Carter, Nancy Ciaruffoli, Albert Dabal, 
A team of employees from NJDOT and the Office of Joseph DeMarco, Suzann Dempsey, Michael DeVita, Amanda DiPierro, 

Information Technology (OIT) implemented a travel time system Jeffrey Evanylo, James Farrell, Lorraine Fitzpatrick, John Gahwyler, 

on 1-287 between July and September of 2007. Feedback from the Terrence Garvey, Carol Gaunt, Vincent Gervasoni, James Guldin, 


public was very positive. Timothy Bourne accepted the award on Teresa Goslin, Sharon Hart, Robert Hemsley, Michael Herbert, Glenn 


behalf of team members Edward Hanna, Gre gory Maryak, Rita Holzlohner, Bernard James, William Kilmurray, C. William Kingsland, 
Pandya, Michael Pilsbury, Rilesh Shah, Randolph Stout and Thomas Koch, Edward Krupa, Michelle Lieggi, Robert Lorenzo, David 
: ‘ : Lortz, Jeannine Loughery, Frances Martin, James Menkes, Michael 


Monik, Gregory Monkan, Joe Morales, Michael Moran, Kenneth Morse, 
Thomas Myslinski, Thomas Otter, Elizabeth Palmieri, Charles Parizeau, 
Darlene Posluszny, David Pusey, Craig Prekop, Stanley Rzepski, Paul 
TEAMWORK/ PARTNERSHIP ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS Sanders, Robert Schiavone, James Schmidt, Jill Sentak, Nayana Shah, 
Career Advancement Team: Jackie Brown, Nancy Girton and Bernadine Shaw, Richard J. Shaw, Jeffrey Spicka, James Sorenson, 
Cynthia Szucsik. Continued on next page 


Tiberiu Tajts and OIT’s Paul Cranmer. 
Other teams and individuals who received public service 
recognition awards during the ceremony included: 


Ti 
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Robert Sudol, Alan Tani, Michael Unangst, Robert Vargo, William 
Wagner, Lisaann Webber, Pete Welsh, Thomas Williams and Dean 
Yunkunis. 

I-78 Local and Express Roadway Rehabilitation Improvement 
Team: Maryjane Bennett, James Berzok, Timothy Bourne, Alan 
DeRisi, William Ducsak, Henry Ekundayo, George Franz, John 
Gahwyler, Ahmad Ghorbani, Timothy Greeley, James Hadden, Paul 
Hartle, Dana Hecht, Timothy Herlihy, Felipe Hernandez, Deborah 
Hirt, James Hogan, Parimal Jhaveri, Joseph Jordan, Carl Kneidinger, 
Ralph Lewis, Christopher Manz, Michael McDonald, Robert 
McLaughlin, Dennis Motiani, Nirmin Nasef, William Eric Neu, 
Barindraku Patel, Manu Patel, Vandna Patel, Erin Phalon, Michael 
Pilsbury, John Ruffino, Robert Sauber, Thomas Schlund, Atul 
Shah, Dashrath Shah, Scott Sheldon, Randolph Stout, Brian Strizki, 
Tiberiu Tajts, Felix Ulloa, Thomas Wospil, and Richard Wright and, 
from the New Jersey State Police, Sergeant Gary Bezilla, Lieutenant 
Raymond Glowacki, Lieutenant Jeffrey McCarthy, and Sergeant 
Stephen McDonough. 

The Edison Smart Growth Planning Initiative Team: Brent 
Barnes, Gary Toth, Robert Marshall, Zoila Mejia-Aragona, Lucy 
Sanderson and Alfred Tavares from NJDOT, Julius Richards and 
Lorissa Whitaker from the Department of Community Affairs, and 
Priya Sundaram from the Department of Environmental Protection. 

Traffic Operations Salary Error Team: Linda Cardell, Bonnie 
Green, Stephanie Holmes and Suzanne Tomlinson. 


Washington-Rochambeau Revolutionary Route Mapping Team: 


Mark Gulbinsky and Timothy Stewart of NJDOT and Carl Nittinger 
from the Department of Community Affairs. 

Route 56 Rainbow Lake Bridge/Dam Emergency Replacement 
Team: David Ahdout, Victor Akpu, Ashokkumar Amin, Robert 
Anderson, Chimanlal Antala, Joann Asadpour, Vincent Baglivo, 
Chris Barretts, Joseph Beke, Donald Bourne, Maurice Bradley, 
Robert Britton, Valerie Brown, Douglas Campbell, Richard Casmer, 
Anthony Cirino, Serafino D’Arco, Jeffrey DelRossi, Babulal 
Dhulesia, Timothy Dilks, Thomas Dixon, Jerome Domino, Joseph 
Doolin, Richard Dunne, Paul Ezeuka, Joseph Fatatis, Patricia 
Feliciano, Michael Foytik, Mark Glogau, Wilfredo Gomez, Anthony 
Guerrieri, James Guldin, Mark Hauske, Joseph Hawk, Bruce 
Hawkinson, Layton Hemsley, Eduardo Hernandez-Rivera, Richard 
Hines, Kristina Hofmann, Frederick Hunter, Carmen Iantorno, 
Milind Kasbekar, Nat Kasbekar, C. William Kingsland, David Kook, 
Robert Kopf, David Lambert, Peter Lodge, Thomas Loftus, John 
Mansfield, Adam Markley, Kathleen Masterson, Robert May, Jamie 
Mazzara, John Mikusa, Emerson Misner, Eugene Montagna, Eid 
Mortagy, Dennis Motiani, Deborah Needham, Edward Nyzio, Scott 
Oplinger, Franklin Page, Jeff Palmer, Bakula Patel, Nileshkuma 
Patibandha, Gerard Perna, Debra Pinto, Frank Pinto, William Price, 
Robert Raachini, Peter Rack, Michael Ricci, William Scoleri, Brian 
Sexton, Timothy Shafer, Pankajkuma Shah, Kimberly Sharp, Tina 
Shutz, James Smaniotto, Gregory Spiritosanto, Louis Stavoli, Daniel 
Stebbins, Brian Strizki, Edward Sytnik, Robert Templeton, Michael 
Tomeo, David Uth, Amutha Vijayakumar, Albert Virgilio, Frederick 
Wack, Keith Wagner, Pete Welsh, Kuang-Yu Yang and Andrew Zarin. 
LONGEVITY AWARD 

Mildred Cox: 44 Years of Service at NJDOT. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD 

Kenneth Beam: Emergency Service Patrol and Central Dispatch 
Operations, for Service to the Boy Scouts. 

Susan Catlett: Bureau of Intelligent Transportation Systems, for 
service to the Lenape Council Boy Scouts of America program. 

W. Scott Douglas: Office of Maritime Resources, for Webelos 
and Boy Scoutmaster service. 

Jerry Keegan: Bureau of Intelligent Transportation Systems, for 
coaching soccer and baseball year round. 


CO-WORKER RECOGNITION AWARD 

Rudine Akins: Consistently conveys the ideal spirit of the 
Division of Construction Services and Materials to carry out the 
Department's overall mission. 

Maryjane Bennett: Responsible for the coordination of many 
administrative activities for a Program Group in the division of 
Project Management that is responsible for approximately $1 billion in 
construction costs in a congested area of the state. 

Dashrath Shah: Excelled in his performance on the Route 
1&9 (28), I-78 pavement rehabilitation contracts, I-78 Intelligent 
Transportation System, and the I-78 emergency shoulder repair projects 
as an engineer in the Division of Project Management. 

CUSTOMER SERVICE EXCELLENCE AWARD 

Patricia Baldasari and Lisa Cavanagh: While performing their 
normal work duties in Region Central, Lisa and Pat stepped up to take 
on many additional responsibilities. 

Daniel Fitzpatrick: Managed the Routes 46, 23 and 80 
interchange project schedule in Wayne Township, commonly known as 
the “Spaghetti Bowl” project, to allow for holiday traffic. 

Information Technology (IT) Customer Service and Network 
Operations Team: Roland Allen, Marc Castadot, Theresa Cocco, 
Daniel Daisey, Douglas Daisey, Donna Deveney, Susan Hattman, 
Keith Hill, Wallace Jenkins, Srinivas Kalinadhabhotla, James 
Lawrence, Dominick Lunetta, Maryann Mazon, William McClure, 
Daniel McRae, Laureen Miles, Rita Pandya, Joseph Passarelli, 
Hitesh Patel, Kruti Patel, Wendy Pearce, Jon Popyk, Janet Rolland, 
David Santini, Richard Schimpf, Steven Servillo, Lawrence Small, 
Carol Smith, Deborah Snyder, Damini Thaker, Janice Stevenson 
and Doretta Wright-Simmons for providing continuous service to the 
Department. 

Soil Boring Plans Mapping Team: Cynthia Dey and John 
Jamerson, NJDOT and Doug Schleifer (OIT) for developing a logging 
system that customers may access. 

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE AWARD 

Clare Mansfield: Responsible for the office-wide integration of 
all data processing systems, and evaluation of the “Airport Information 
Management System.” 

William Eric Neu: Supervises Resident Engineers responsible 
for North Region’s highway construction projects in Essex, Union 
and Bergen counties, which have dense populations and high traffic 
volumes. 

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE AWARD 

Rita Pandya: Honored for her efforts in the field of data 
communications. 

Scott Deeck, John McCleerey and Scott Thorn: During their 
commute, stopped to provide assistance to a victim of an automobile 
accident. 

Route 5/Palisade Avenue Project Team: Chris Barretts, Amon 
Boucher, LaShawn Brice, Felice Cappuccio, Jeffrey DeGroff, 
Jean-Pierre Dumesle, Philip Espinosa (Law & Public Safety), John 
Gramlich, Rochell Hinton, Steven Jarosz, Carl King, Michael Kinley, 
Kenrick Layne, Marvin Mack, Rajesh Mistry, Major Mitchell, Jaime 
Oplinger, Patricia Ott, Alexander Parr, Raishon Peterman, Roger 
Sequeira, Scott Sheldon, Gary Stricker, Donato Toto, Louis Whiteley 
and Shazaliza Williams for securing a window of time to allow two 
towns settle a local traffic control dispute. 

PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

Safety Light Enhancements Team: Thomas Gregg, Robert 
Jarreld, Stephen Lopez, Ronald Lugo, Frank Merchant, Daniel Mikus, 
Raymond Tipton, and Larry White for developing a light system for 
the rear of plow trucks during snowstorms. 

Portable Water Spraying System Team: Walter Adams, 
Cody Clement, Clarence Hemmingway, John Venturi and William 
Vonsuskil, for developing a silica dust containment system. 


